
CS 2CS3 / SE 3IO3: Communication Skills
Winter 2008

Instructor: Michael Soltys
Office: ITB-214, Ext: 27769, Email <soltys@mcmaster.ca>

TAs: Ayman Yousif <yousifam@mcmaster.ca>
Kevin Browne <brownek@mcmaster.ca>
Jozsef Vass <vassj@mcmaster.ca>
Marc Bender <bendermm@mcmaster.ca>

Lectures: Tu 11:30–12:20 in ABB/102

Tutorials: Mo 14:30–16:20 in T13/106 (Bender)
Tu 14:30–16:20 in T13/106 (Browne)
Th 11:30–13:20 in T13/106 (Vass)

Web Page: http://www.cas.mcmaster.ca/~soltys/cs2cs3-f08

Text Book: There is no textbook; reading material will be distributed in class.

Course
Description:

This course builds writing and oral presentation skills. Just as in any other trade,
it takes effort and time to write and speak well, but those skills are crucial in order
to translate a degree into a job, or, once employed, to secure advance. Students
will write short essays to develop a style of writing that is simple, clutter-free,
takes its audience into account, has unity, and a lead-&-end structure. Particular
attention will be paid to writing about science and technology, and writing in the
business environment.

Marking
Scheme:

The grade will consist of four things:

1. Five (two page) essays, worth 10% each (the essays will be due in the
tutorials, roughly every other week),

2. two oral presentations worth 10% each (the oral presentations will be given
in tutorials, and they will be 10 minutes long),

3. tutorial attendance worth 10%,

4. and a final exam, worth 20%.

As this is a large group, and all assignments are worth little, late work will not be
accepted. Also, a missed oral presentation will be given a mark of zero—there are
too many students, and too few slots, to have room to maneuver.
A doctor’s note may be used to push the worth of a missed essay or presentation
to the final exam (for example, if you miss a presentation, and have a relevant
doctor’s note, your exam will be worth 30%).



Academic
Integrity:

Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means and
can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a
notation on the transcript (notation reads: ”Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”),
and/or suspension or expulsion from the university.
It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on
the various kinds of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, specifically
Appendix 3, located at http://www.mcmaster.ca/senate/academic/ac integrity.htm

The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 1. Plagiarism, e.g. the
submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has been obtained. 2. Improper
collaboration in group work. 3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.


